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BIRDS ON DAPHNE MAJOR 1979-1981 
by 
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Under the general supervIsIOn of Professor Peter Grant, Daphne Major has been tenanted by 
ornithologists for much of the first half of each of the past six years. The main reason has been to study the 
finch community (See Grant and Grant 1979). 
This is an account of the birds we observed between 1979 and 1981 when one or both of us were present 
between January and June, and also once in September. Additional records of species we did not see 
ourselves are also included. We follow the order of Harris (1974) to which we refer the reader for scientific 
names. 
Each species is prefixed by a letter: 
R Regular non-breeding visitor 
B Breeds regularly 
V Vagrant 
V Hawaiian Petrel. One heard nightly from 21-26 April 1980 and 23-30 March 1981. 
B Audubon's Shearwater. Regular offshore in rafts of up to 100 birds. Breeding still to be proved. 
B Band-rumped Storm Petrel. Breeds but numbers hard to estimate due to nocturnal habits. 
V White-vented Storm Petrel. Occasional offshore. 
BRed-billed Tropicbird. A conspicuous resident. 300 plus pairs probably breed. 
R Brown Pelican. Up to 15 observed round the island. 
B Blue-footed booby. Up to 1000 pairs breed in the craters with a few on the outer slope. Numbers 
fluctuate greatly: e.g. none breeding in January 1979 but 1000 pairs by May 1979. 
B Masked Booby. Up to 50 pairs breed on the crater rim and outer slope. 
V Red-footed Booby. Single individuals noted on seven occasions. 
R Magnificent Frigatebird. 
R Greater Frigatebird. Both species of Frigatebird are present on Daphne in variable numbers with 
up to 120 counted on 31 May 1980. The last attempt at breeding was in 1978 when the female died on 
the nest (personally observed) though males still regularly display. Tropic birds are their chief 
victims, boobies rarely being parasitised. 
V Great Blue Heron. An immature on 9 February 1979. 
R Common Egret. Single birds recorded occasionally with 3 on 18 April 1980. Feed mostly on lava 
lizards and sometimes juvenile finches. 
V Lava Heron. Single birds on 17 March 1979, 7 June 1979 and 6 April 1980. 
B Yellow-crowned Night Heron. Two pairs bred in both 1979and 1980.3 nests were successful, 1 was 
abandoned. Although individuals were noted regularly, breeding was not suspected in 1981. 
V Galapagos Hawk. One from 11-14 March 1980. Also recorded in 1973 (Abbot el al. 1977). 
V Peregrine Falcon. Single birds on 11 March 1979, 1 March 1980 and 18 February 1981. Also 
recorded in 1973 (Abbot et al. 1977). 
R Oystercatcher. 1-3 recorded occasionally, usually between January and March. 
V Yellowlegs sp. 2 in the crater on 19 April 1980. 
R Wandering Tattler. Regular in smaIl numbers (less than 10). 
V Ruddy Turnstone. 1 on 10 March 1979. 
V WiIlet. 1 on 21 September 1979. 
V Northern Phalarope. A flock of c.2000 offshore on 2 January 1980. Occasional other sightings. 
B Swallow-tailed Gull. Up to 10 pairs breed on the island. 
V Lava Gull. One round a fishing boat on 6 March 1979. 
V Franklin's GuIl. Four records including one in the crater 4-9 February 1980. 
V Common Arctic Tern. 1 on 11 April 1980 and 2 the next day. 
B Brown Noddy. Less than 5 pairs breed. 
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Red-Billed Tropicbird Photo by Fritz Po/king 
Brown Pelican Photo by Fritz Po/king 
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B Galapagos Dove. Resident. 20-30 pairs in 1979 dropped to 6 in 1981. 
V Dark-billed Cuckoo. I on 22 February 1981. 
R Short-eared Owl. In January/February, up to 4 recorded in 1979, fewer in 1980 and only I in 1981. 
An occasional visitor between May and June. At least 6 have been found dead on the island between 
1975 and 1981. See Grant et al. (l975) for a study of this species on Daphne. 
V Large-billed Flycatcher. 1 on 13 January 1979,26 January 1979 and 8 April 1981. 
B Galapagos Martin. Breeds in small numbers, up to 25 being recorded. The species apparently 
vacates the island during the garua season, as it is rarely recorded in December. 
R Yellow Warbler. 1-5 commonly present in January and May/June, less frequently between 
February and April. 
V Summer Tanager. Immature found dead on 29 January 1981. The specimen is now in the CDRS 
Museum; identity awaits confirmation. 
V Indigo Bunting (Passerina cyanea). An adult male was seen on 2 May 1979. Apparently the first 
record for Galapagos and Ecuador. 
V Blackpoll Warbler. 1 in May 1976. (Boag and Ratcliffe 1979). 
R Small Ground Finch. A regular immigrant in May/June and up to 30 remain throughout the garua 
season. Rare between February and April although a pair bred in 1981 and females occasionally 
hybridise with the medium ground finch (Boag 1981). 
B Medium Ground Finch. Numbers are variable. C.1200 were estimated in 1973, dropped to c.200 
after the drought of 1977 (Grant and Grant 1980). C.500 were present in June 1981. 
R Large Ground Finch. Immigrates in May/June, up to 50 remaining until February when they .all 
disappear. 
B Cactus Finch. Numbers less fluctuating than Medium Ground Finch. Only c.IOO were present after 
the 1977 drought but c.300 were estimated in June 1981 (Grant and Grant 1980). 
V Vegetarian Finch. 1 in May 1976 (Boag 1981). 
V Small Tree Finch. Three records including one from January to March 1980. 
V Large Tree Finch. One singing on 22 February 1980 and 2 on 28 February 1980. 
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